November 20, 2022

Order of Worship
Thanksgiving Sunday
(** You are invited to stand.)
(Please remember to silence your cell phone during the service.)

When the prelude begins, let us quiet our hearts and conversation.

Church Bell Calls Us to Worship
Prelude
Thanksgiving Medley
Hymn Tunes: St. George’s Windsor Kremser
Arr. By: Paul A. Tate

Call To Worship (Responsively)
One: Here we are Lord!

All: We come into Your house this morning praising Your
faithfulness, giving thanks for Your mercy, seeking Your joy.
One: Thank You for creating us and giving us life and breath today. Thank You
for the gifts of life and love found in the life of Jesus of Nazareth. Thank You for
the Holy Spirit whose presence here unites us as Your thankful people.

All: Fill us with Your joy, peace, hope and love today. Amen.
— adapted from a prayer found @https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/prayers-call-to-worship/page/2/

Opening Hymn of Faith #235

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

Passing of the Peace
May the peace of Christ be with you!
And also, with you!
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Edison Laboratory of Faith
"Do not make prayer a monologue...make it a conversation."
- Author Unknown

Prayer of Discipleship (Responsively)
One: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!

All: We give thanks for this good earth, Your, gift to us and our
home, and we pray for wisdom and gentleness to care for Your
creation, O God.
One: Worship the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with singing.

All: We gather with grateful hearts, remembering Your mercy
and strength, Your justice and Your compassion, Your
goodness and Your grace.
One: Know that the Lord is God.

All: May we live what we know of You and strive for what You
seek, O God.
One: We are God’s people, and the sheep of God’s pasture.
3

All: In humility we pray for the entire human family,
remembering those in need, and all who are alone, dishonored
or excluded.
One: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and God’s courts with praise.

All: Move us through thanksgiving and praise to action. Use us
to heal wherever there is violence and harm.
One: Give thanks to God, bless God’s name.

All: May we embrace Your just purpose, O God, and offer
ourselves in prophetic witness for kindness and Biblical justice.
One: For the Lord is good;

All: We pray for Your goodness to flow outward, flooding this
world with love.
One: God’s steadfast love endures forever,

All: We pray for Your loving purpose in every life this day and
into the days to come.
One: And God’s faithfulness to all generations.

All: Amen.
— Prayer adapted from Psalm 100 and a prayer written by Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, retired United Methodist Bishop

Prayers of the People and Concerns of the Heart
God, like the Israelites in the wilderness, we too have known Your love,
and experienced Your care and provision.
You invite us to extend that love to the world around us—to care for others as
deeply as we care for ourselves.
And so, we bring the needs of our world before You now.
In Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the many who do not have enough: enough food to eat, or shelter to
keep warm; enough employment, or money to pay their bills; enough medicine or
medical care.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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We also pray for those who have more than enough, but who still struggle to find
meaning and purpose in life; who indulge in dangerous or self-serving activity to
dull their pain or loneliness.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, Your, grace reaches out to all of us.
You call us to live as citizens of heaven, working together with one heart and
mind.
Strengthen us to live in a manner worthy of the Good News we have received,
offering our lives in service of Your kingdom, where the last are first, and the first
are last, and there is grace enough for all.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, Amen.
~ Christine Longhurst, re:Worship

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, Who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.
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Prayer of Response
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A Scripture for the Day

Psalm 100

A Psalm of Thanks.
100 Shout triumphantly to the LORD, all the earth!
2 Serve the LORD with celebration! Come before Him with shouts of joy!
3 Know that the LORD is God—He made us; we belong to Him. We are His
people, the sheep of His own pasture.
4 Enter His gates with thanks; enter His courtyards with praise! Thank Him!
Bless His name!
5 Because the LORD is good, His loyal love lasts forever; His faithfulness lasts
generation after generation.
Common English Bible

Gift of Music

Anton Pierce, Vocalist
Praise and Thanksgiving
Text: Albert F. Bayly
Tune: Bunessan

Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer,
For all things living You have made good.
Harvest of sown fields, Fruits of the orchard,
Hay from the mown fields, Blossom and wood.
Father, providing, Food for Your children,
Your wisdom guiding Teaches us share
One with another, So that rejoicing
With us, all others May know Your care.
Then will Your blessing Reach ev’ry people,
Freely confessing Your gracious hand.
Where You are reigning No one will hunger,
Your love sustaining, Fruitful the land.
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A Scripture for the Day

Philippians 4:4-9

4 Be

glad in the Lord always! Again, I say, be glad! 5 Let your gentleness show in
your treatment of all people. The Lord is near. 6 Don’t be anxious about anything;
rather, bring up all of your requests to God in your prayers and petitions, along
with giving thanks. 7 Then the peace of God that exceeds all understanding will
keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.
8 From

now on, brothers and sisters, if anything is excellent and if anything is
admirable, focus your thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that is holy, all
that is just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, and all that is worthy of
praise. 9 Practice these things: whatever you learned, received, heard, or saw in
us. The God of peace will be with you.
-Common English Bible

Gift of Music

Barry Pierce, Piano
Anton Pierce, Vocalist
Grace, Thanks, and Love
Arr. By: Barry Pierce

A Scripture for the Day

Isaiah 12:3-6

Hymn of Trust
3 You will draw water with joy from the springs of salvation.
4 And you will say on that day: “Thank the Lord; call on God’s name; proclaim
God’s deeds among the peoples; declare that God’s name is exalted.
5 Sing to the Lord, who has done glorious things; proclaim this throughout all the
earth.”
6 Shout and sing for joy, city of Zion, because the holy one of Israel is great
among you.
-Common English Bible
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Response to the Sharing of God’s Story
The Story of God for the People of God;
Thanks be to God!
Pastoral Words

Hymn of Faith #243

All Things Bright and Beautiful
V. 1, 2, 4, and 5.

Call To Give
Offertory

Barry Pierce, Piano
Anton Pierce, Vocalist
Bless this House
Arr. by: Barry Pierce

*Doxology
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Doxology: Thomas Ken, 1674
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Music: Old Hundredth attr. to Louis Bourgeois, pub.1551

Life of Our Church
Quilting on Wednesday at 12:00 pm.
Faith Development will be starting back up on
December 7. We will be listening to:
“Stories around Christ’s Birth”
Wednesday at 11:00 AM and 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary;
Thursday at 11:00 AM Online.
Women’s Fellowship - November 25 from 10-2 here at
the church. We will have a Jewelry Workshop to help prepare
the jewelry for the sale in January. Please
bring your own lunch.
The altar flowers are offered this morning by Flo and Tee
Newbrough in loving memory of Flo’s younger sister, Sharon
Blevins, who succumbed to cancer a year ago this month. Shari
was a master gardener who loved the Pacific Northwest. She
was a special person. She magically brought strangers together
who became lasting friends. Her life was an inspiration.
“Always my sister, forever my friend”
We would like to thank them for this beautiful gift.
Looking for Volunteers for Cathy’s Place and for Ushers. Signup sheets are on the bulletin board if interested.
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FREE - Magazines are available beside the
library shelves.
Benediction (responsively)
Our worship has ended, but now our life of service begins!
Go from this space, for you and I are the body of Christ, and all
of creation awaits us. So, live passionately, and love faithfully,
and celebrate every moment of your life from now until the
Finale. Our God of relentless, amazing, creative, and hopeful
grace goes with us.
Amen. Amen.
-adapted from the Rev. Michael S. Piazza

Postlude
Now Thank We All Our God
Tune: Nun Danket Alle Gott
Arr. By: Michael Helman

Time With Today’s Scripture and Our Children
Let Your Gentleness be Known

Philippians 4:4-9

By Lois Parker Edstrom

Do you have a teddy bear? Teddy bears are very soft and cuddly. One famous
teddy bear is Winnie-the-Pooh. Perhaps you’ve read stories about that bear.
Let’s list some of the things we know about Winnie-the-Pooh. Please join in and
share some of the things you know and love about him.
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He is a bear that belongs to a boy named Christopher Robin. He has a little
friend named Piglet. He lives in a place called The Hundred Acre Woods.
He is a “Bear of Very Little Brain.” He loves honey!
Now let’s talk about some of the things that Winnie-the Pooh says:
When he describes his tail he says, “It’s not much of a tail, but I’m sort of
attached to it.”
He reminds us to be patient. “If the person you are talking to doesn’t appear to be
listening be patient. It may simply be that he has a small piece of fluff in his ear.”
He makes us laugh when he says, “It is more fun to talk with someone who
doesn’t use long, difficult words but rather short, easy words like ‘What about
lunch?'”
He knows how to be a good friend and says, “I think we dream so we don’t have
to be apart for so long. If we’re in each other’s dreams, we can be together all the
time.”
There is something very loveable about Winnie-the-Pooh. Part of why we like him
is that he’s funny, but also because he is so gentle.
The Bible gives this advice: “Let your gentleness be known to all men”. Who
would think we could learn a wonderful lesson like this from “A Bear of Very Little
Brain?”
Think about what our world would be like if everyone was kind. Find that gentle
part of yourself and show it to those around you.
Scripture quotations from the World English Bible
Copyright 2013, Richard Niell Donovan

Finding Joy

Psalm 100

By Lois Parker Edstrom
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I can’t tell you how important it is for you to find something you love to do. As you
are growing up take advantage of opportunities to find out more about the world
and about yourself.
Whenever you have a chance, go to a concert or a play, take a summer pottery
class just for fun, travel with your parents and notice how buildings are built, find
out about the food and customs of others.
Make things at home. Bake, do crafts, build things, find interesting projects. Try
needlework, collect rocks, hike, study the clouds and stars and the animals and
fish of the sea.
Some of you may have already found activities that excite and delight you. Some
children find their special interests very early. I know a little girl who loves to
study bugs and a little boy who loved music from the time he was a toddler. Now
he is a successful and happy musician who performs, composes music, teaches,
and writes books about it.
Grab on to your exciting life and figure out what inspires you. In the Psalms we
find this verse: “Serve Yahweh (God) with gladness”. When you find what you
love to do, use that something to serve God. It will make you happy!
“God is good” and “His loving kindness endures (lasts) forever”.
Scripture quotations from the World English Bible
Copyright 2014, Richard Niell Donovan

Worship Theme:

- Edison Congregational Church

Advent Season
November 27: Awake, Alert, Aware – Advent One – Hope Candle Matthew
24:36-44 and Isaiah 2:1-5
December 4: A Vision of Peace – Advent Two – Peace Candle
Isaiah 11:1-10
December 11: A Heartbeat of Justice – Advent Three – Joy Candle
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Luke 1:46b-55
December 18: Preparing for God to Be with Us – Advent Four – Love
Candle Isaiah 7:10-16

Sunday Flowers
Song of Solomon 2:12 KJV The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the
singing of birds has come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land.
You may acknowledge flowers as a memorial, a celebration or just to share. You
may have an arrangement or cut flowers. You can use your own vase or we
have several in the kitchen. If you would like to have the special memory in the
bulletin, please let the office know ahead of time. We have two flower tables,
one shorter for taller flowers, one taller for shorter flowers--we try not to block the
view of the Pastor. After the service, please take your flowers home.
There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for anyone that would like to
participate. Otherwise, you can call the office (239-334-4978), email
(admin@taecc.com), or text Pastor Jim at 502-494-6649

Badges
We will be making badges for anyone that is interested in having one. The
badges per unit cost around $8.00, so to offset the cost, we would appreciate any
donations, but it is not necessary. Thanking you in advance for your generosity
towards the purchase of these badges.
These badges have a magnetic backing instead of a pin closure.
Please, either call the Church Office at 239-334-4978 between 9:00 - 2:00
Monday through Friday or email: admin@taecc.com the
correct spelling/way of how you would like the badge to
read. You can either do First Name and Last
Initial or both First and Last Name. Once I have the
information, I will start making up the badges.

14

Notes and Cards can be sent to:
Winkler Court
Attn: Kathy Baumann
3250 Winkler Ave
Fort Myers, Fl. 33913

PRAYER LIST
Our Church Members:
Kate Baumann; Roy Shipley; Malcolm Youngquist; Don Cole; Rod Schaffter;
Ian Laughlin; Sherri McIntyre; Pat Jessie; Tom Sherman;
Liz Lloyd; Ian Laughlin; Barry Pierce; Dan Van Riper.
Friends & Family:
Pat Tangusso (Friend of the Church and Quilter);
KC (Friends of Lori Main);
Larry Zeigler (Lana’s Husband); Bernice (Friend of Bill Persons);
Leon & Wes (friends of Patty Newcomer); Joan (Patty’s Mother);
Duane (Friend of Tom & Sherrie McIntyre); Shelly (friend of Pastor Anton); Max
(friend of Pastor Anton); Lorene Ellerhoff (Sister-in-law of Joseph Helling);
Betty Denson; Will (Friend of Bill Persons); Jim Martin (Teri Martin’s husband).
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Calendar of upcoming events:
*November 20 – Chamber Concert 3:00. The concert is here at
the church with many of the musicians you know from our
Sunday services. This is a free concert with a free-will offering
taken up to benefit our college Soloist Program.
*November 21 – Decorate church – lunch provided – sign-up
sheet is on the bulletin board. We need to know by November
13th who is planning to help.

*November 26 - Debbie Marino – Concert on the church lawn at
5:00 – sing along to Abba and other familiar Songs. Bring a
Chair, Snacks, and your Neighbors.

16

*November 27 – First Sunday of Advent

*December 2 – Edison Park Expressive Arts School –
Presentation of: Sights and sounds of the season, on the
Church lawn at 12:00. Bring a Chair, Lunch and your Neighbors.

December 4 – Second Sunday of Advent
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December 9 – Holiday Party – Edison Park Neighborhood
Association at noon. Details to follow.
December 13 – Third Sunday of Advent

December 14 – Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party. Details to
follow.
December 18 – Fourth Sunday of Advent
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December 24 – Christmas Eve service – music starting at 4:30

December 25 – Christmas Day Worship at 10:00
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No matter who you are,
or where you are on life’s journey,
you’re welcome here at
Edison Congregational Church.
Welcome Home!
Pastor Jim can be reached at the office or on his cell phone
at 502-494-6649 (voice & text).

Our Church Staff
Senior Minister – Rev. Jim Harper, III
Associate Minister – Rev. Anton Pierce
Administrative Assistant – Cindy Wilson
Organist – Dr. Tony Contino
Pianist - Barry Pierce
Your gifts are deeply appreciated and enable this ministry to continue. Our church retains the
right to redirect donations to the area of greatest need.

Website:
Facebook:
Email Pastor:
Email Office:
Office Phone:
Office Hours:
Mailing:

www.edisonchurch.com
Facebook.com/EdisonChurch
Pastorjim@taecc.com
Admin@taecc.com
239-334-4978
Monday-Thursday 9 AM – 12PM
1619 Llewellyn Dr., Ft. Myers
33901
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