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Order of Worship
Fourth Sunday in Lent

**You are invited to stand
(Please remember to silence your cell phone during the service.)

When the prelude begins, let us quiet our hearts and conversation.
Church Bell Calls Us to Worship

Prelude Danilo Zacharievich, Violin

Symphonie Espagnole op.21
By Edouard Lalo

Call to Worship (responsively)

One: There is something deeper than trouble. It is mercy.

All: The God of Abraham’s amazing grace, carries us, lifts us,
and holds us in all seasons.

One: There is something more powerful than despair. It is mercy.

All: The God of Abraham's amazing love; sees us through dark
nights, waves of sadness, mountains of grief.

One: There is something longer lasting than pain. It is mercy.

All: The God of Abraham's healing touch; brings us hope,
leads us to joy, and teaches us to sing. Amen.

~Slightly adapted from a prayer found @ homiletics online

Hymn of Faith #16 The God of Abraham Praise
Verses 1, 3, & 5

Passing of the Peace
May Christ be with You on Your Journey!



And, also with youl!

Gift of Music Ray Diaz,
Baritone

| Walked Today Where Jesus Walked
By Daniel S. Twohig and Geoffrey O’Hara

Prayer of Discipleship (responsively)

Prayer For God's Guidance on our Journey of Lent

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

The Lord is my best friend and my shepherd. | always have more than
enough. He offers a resting place for me in His luxurious love. His tracks
take me to an oasis of peace, the quiet brook of bliss.

That’s where He restores and revives my life.

He opens before me pathways to God’s pleasure and leads me along in
His footsteps of righteousness so that | can bring honor to His name.
Lord, even when your path takes me through the valley of
deepest darkness, fear will never conquer me.

You remain close to me and lead me through it all the way. Your authority
is my strength and my peace.

The comfort of Your love takes away my fear. I'll never be
lonely, for You are near.

You become my delicious feast even when my enemies dare to fight. You
anoint me with the fragrance of Your Holy Spirit; you give me all | can
drink of You until my heart overflows.

So why would | fear the future?

For Your goodness and love pursues me all the days of my life.

Then afterward, when my life is through, I'll return to Your
glorious presence to be forever with You! Amen.

Silent/Individual Prayer
Prayer for a Change of Heart and Change of Mind

One:

God, from the cowardice that dares not face new truth,



All: From the laziness that is contented with half-truth,
One: From the arrogance that thinks it knows all truth,

All: Good Lord, deliver us. Amen.

~slightly adapted from a prayer found @ https://adventuresingod.com/psalm-23-the-passion-
translation/ And a traditional Kenyan prayer

Prayers of the People / Concerns of the People

Our Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer of Response
Change My Heart, O God

Eddie Espinoza and the Praise Song Advisory Team

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God, may | be like You.
You are the Potter, | am the clay.

Mold me and make me this is what | pray.
Change my heart, O God, make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God, may | be like You.

Today’s First Scripture John 9:1-41
Jesus heals a blind man

9 As Jesus walked along, He saw a man who was blind from birth. 2 Jesus’
disciples asked, “Rabbi, who sinned so that he was born blind, this man or his


https://adventuresingod.com/psalm-23-the-passion-translation/
https://adventuresingod.com/psalm-23-the-passion-translation/

parents?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents. This happened so that
God’s mighty works might be displayed in him. 4 While it's daytime, we must do
the works of Him who sent Me. Night is coming when no one can work. 5 While |
am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ¢ After He said this, He spit on the
ground, made mud with the saliva, and smeared the mud on the man’s

eyes. 7 Jesus said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (this word

means sent). So, the man went away and washed. When he returned, he could
see.

Disagreement about the healing

8 The man’s neighbors and those who used to see him when he was a beggar
said, “Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is,” and others
said, “No, it's someone who looks like him.” But the man said, “Yes, it's me!”

10 So they asked him, “How are you now able to see?” 11 He answered, “The
man they call Jesus made mud, smeared it on my eyes, and said, ‘Go to the pool
of Siloam and wash.” So, | went and washed, and then | could see.” 12They
asked, “Where is this man?” He replied, “| don’t know.” 13 Then they led the man
who had been born blind to the Pharisees. 14 Now Jesus made the mud and
smeared it on the man’s eyes on a Sabbath day. 15 So Pharisees also asked him
how he was able to see. The man told them, “He put mud on my eyes, | washed,
and now | see.” 1¢ Some Pharisees said, “This man isn’'t from God, because He
breaks the Sabbath law.” Others said, “How can a sinner do miraculous signs like
these?” So, they were divided. 17 Some of the Pharisees questioned the man who
had been born blind again: “What do you have to say about Him, since He
healed your eyes?” He replied, “He’s a prophet.”

Conflict over the healing

18 The Jewish leaders didn’t believe the man had been blind and received his
sight until they called for his parents. 12 The Jewish leaders asked them, “Is this
your son? Are you saying he was born blind? How can he now see?” 20 His
parents answered, “We know he is our son. We know he was born blind. 21 But
we don’t know how he now sees, and we don’t know who healed his eyes. Ask
him. He’s old enough to speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they
feared the Jewish authorities. This is because the Jewish authorities had already
decided that whoever confessed Jesus to be the Christ would be expelled from
the synagogue. 22 That’s why his parents said, “He’s old enough. Ask him.”



24 Therefore, they called a second time for the man who had been born blind and
said to him, “Give glory to God. We know this man is a sinner.” 25The man
answered, “l don’t know whether he’s a sinner. Here’s what | do know: | was blind
and now | see.” 26 They questioned him: “What did He do to you? How did He
heal your eyes?” 27 He replied, “| already told you, and you didn’t listen. Why do
you want to hear it again? Do you want to become His disciples too?”

28 They insulted him: “You are His disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. 29 We
know that God spoke to Moses, but we don’t know where this man is from.”

30 The man answered, “This is incredible! You don’t know where He is from, yet
He healed my eyes! 31 We know that God doesn't listen to sinners. God listens to
anyone who is devout and does God’s will. 32 No one has ever heard of a healing
of the eyes of someone born blind. 33 If this Man wasn’t from God, He couldn’t do
this.” 34 They responded, “You were born completely in sin! How is it that you
dare to teach us?” Then they expelled him.

Jesus finds the man born blind

35 Jesus heard they had expelled the man born blind. Finding him, Jesus said,
‘Do you believe in the Human One?” 36 He answered, “Who is he, sir? | want to
believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You have seen him. In fact, he is the one
speaking with you.” 38 The man said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshipped Jesus.

Jesus teaches the Pharisees

39 Jesus said, “| have come into the world to exercise judgment so that those who
don’t see can see and those who see will become blind.” 40 Some Pharisees who
were with him heard what he said and asked, “Surely we aren’t blind, are we?”

41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you wouldn’t have any sin, but now that
you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.

~Common English Bible

Scripture in Song
A Man Who Could Not See
By Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
A man who could not see received the gift of sight;
O Lord, you spoke, and he believed and saw the light.
His joy was greater still than sight that was restored;



He saw, when you had made him well, that you are Lord.

Some leaders were distressed and said it was a sin,
For it was on the day of rest that you healed him.
They could not see the grace or know how much God cares;
The lack of vision in that place was truly theirs.

O Christ, you are the light to all who follow you;
You give to us the gift of sight — a new world-view.
When culture hems us in with values that destroy,

Lord, help your church to see again your kingdom’s joy.

Response to the Sharing of God’s Story

The Story of God for the People of God!
Thanks Be to God!

Pastoral Words

Gift of Music Alena Michel

The Sound of Silence
By Paul Simon
Arr. by Bobby Cyr

Invitation to the Offering

What we give, and the spirit with which we give it, enables this church
to make a difference in the lives of all whom we touch.

Offertory Ray Diaz, Baritone

Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
By Francis of Assisi and Sebastian Temple
Arr. by Mark Hayes

**Doxology



Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Life of Our Church
Quilting on Wednesday at 12:00 pm.

Faith Development
JOIN US WEDNESDAY @ CHURCH @ 11 AM & 6:30 PM;
AS WELL AS ONLINE THURSDAY 11 AM
Entering the Passion of Jesus
Dive deep into the history of the last days before the crucifixion.
What if we look at the "ordinary" people who witnessed the
Passion events... the women around Jesus? Or the "bad" guys...
Judas, Pilate, and Caiaphas?
Amy-Jill Levine looks closely at the people who were part of
Jesus' life during his last days.

Timeline:
The Last Supper Traditions
The Night in Gethsemane

ENTERING
THE PASSION

of JESUS

Readings:



Matthew 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-38;
1 Corinthians 11:23-26: John 13:1-17

Today’s flowers are gifted to the church
By Tara Daltry-Johnson and Wyatt Daltry to the glory
of God and to celebrate the 50th wedding anniversary
of their parents, Marti and Wayne Daltry. We would like to
thank them for this beautiful gift.

Women’s Fellowship — March 18th Aloha Tea Party
Women'’s Fellowship will hold their Annual Tea Party
on Wednesday, March 18th at noon. Dress in tropical
colors as we explore the tastes, sounds, and history of our
50th state. Cost of luncheon is $10.00 payable that day.
You must RSVP by March 12th to gailcourtwright26@gmail.com

Parking for Sunday Service or

Faith Development
Please Park on church side on Llewellyn Dr. and Menlo Rd.

If able we are allowed to park in the back of Covenant
Presbyterian Church parking lot. Enter off of Marlyn.
This is to make room for emergency vehicles
if needed to come into the neighborhood.

Covenant Presbyterian Church
Concert Series
March 20, 2026, A Joyful Celebration

EASTER LILY or HYACINTH
ORDER FORM
Each year our worship spaces are adorned with beautiful Lilies and
Hyacinth for Easter Sunday. If you would like to order one of these flowers
in memory or in honor of a loved one, please pick up an order from the
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Fellowship Hall and return it to Cindy in the church office.

Lilies are $13.00 each and Hyacinth’s are $10.00 each. We encourage you
to take your flower home after services on Easter Sunday. You can make
your check out to: TAECC. You can mail to church or drop off at the office
after Sunday services. If you want to drop off the check during the week,
the office is open Monday — Friday 9AM - 1PM.

Name and phone number:
Email:
Which flower would you like to order
In memory of:
In honor of:
Given by:

We will be welcoming new members on
Sunday, March 29th. If anyone would like to become
a member of the church, please see or call Pastor Jim.

Two Sopranos. One Stage. A Night to Remember.

Join us for The Dazzling Drama Queens — Battles of the Sopranos and witness
all the glamor and madness as international opera star Angela Maria Blasi,
German American soprano Stephanie Lorenz, and phenomenal pianist Janet
Carter grace the stage.

Here at the church on April 17th, 2026 At 7:00 PM.
Battles of the Sopranos

Stephanie Lorenz and Angela Blasi

Janet Carter — Pianist

FYI - EDISON PARK CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
on April 12, 4:00 - 6:00 pm.
There will be a resident’s parade, along with FMHS
Marching Band, EP School Drum Group and
EP School Violin Mini Recital. All are welcome.
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Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board to donate
flowers to enhance our Sunday Service.

Looking for Volunteers for Greeters and for Ushers. Sign-
up sheets are on the bulletin board if interested.

For next week’s God’s word:
“Jesus and Lazarus”
John 11:1-45

Benediction (responsively)

Our worship has ended, but now our life of service begins!

Go from this space, for you and | are the body of Christ, and all of creation
awaits us. So, live passionately, love faithfully, and celebrate every
moment of your life from now until the finale. Our God of relentless,
amazing, creative, and hopeful grace goes with us! Amen. Amen.

~ Adapted from The Rev. Michael S. Piazza

Postlude

Postlude on « Leoni”
By Gordon Young

Time With Our Children
More Than One Way of Seeing John 9:1-41

By Lois Parker Edstrom

Animals have interesting ways of seeing. Have you noticed that when light is flashed into
cat’s eyes they glow in the dark? Cats have something like mirrors in their eyes that allow
them to see things in the dark that we can’t see.

Another creature that sees well at night is the owl. Think about how large the eyes of an owl
are. Those large eyes allow them to take in more light so they can see things in the dark.
Penguins have eyes that help them see well underwater and sea stars have “eye cups”
inside the tip of each arm.
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Honeybees see rays of light that are invisible to us, and they are also able to see “secret
colors” so they can go deep into a flower and collect pollen.
Many spiders have eight eyes!

What are we to make of all this? We learn that there is more than one way of seeing. Jesus
taught us about this idea when He caused a blind man to see. The man had been blind from
birth. Others asked the man, “How were your eyes opened?”

The man said, “He put mud on my eyes, | washed, and | see”. The man did not know exactly
how Jesus had restored his sight, but he did know this: his eyes had been opened, and he
could see — a miracle.

After the man was healed of his blindness, Jesus asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of
God?”

The man was able to see Jesus and he said, “Lord, | believe!” and he worshiped him.

There is more than one way of seeing. The man who had been blind came to realize that
there is also a “spirit way” of seeing. We see with our eyes, and we also see and come to
understand the love of God with our hearts.

Scripture quotations from the World English Bible, Copyright 2008, Richard Niell Donovan

March 22nd - Fifth Sunday of Lent (10:00 AM)
“Jesus and Lazarus”

March 29th — Palm Sunday (10:00 AM)
“Jesus on the Road Again”

April 2nd — Maundy Thursday (6:30 PM)
“Jesus in the Upper Room”

April 3rd — Good Friday (6:30 PM)
“Jesus and the Old Rugged Cross”

April 5th — Easter (10:00 AM)
“Jesus Is An Early Riser”
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Wellness Newsletter ii

“l have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will
have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.” John 16:33

Measles Update

Measles (rubeola) is an iliness caused by a contagious virus, rubeola. Measles is
spread through the air when an infected person breathes, coughs, or sneezes. The
virus may remain active in the air or on surfaces for up to two hours.

Who is at Risk

* Vaccination lowers risk but does not exclude measles, especially with high-
intensity exposure, if suspected, isolate and get tested

* If you live or work in Ave Maria, Immokalee, or area of outbreak

* If you’ve had a known measles exposure

* If you are contacted by the Florida DOH and told you have encountered
someone who has tested positive for measles

* If you are immunosuppressed

You are at low-risk if

* You have been vaccinated against measles even if the immunizations
occurred during childhood. Vaccine effectiveness is approximately 75% after
the first does and 97% after the second does for measles, mumps, and
rubella.

* You have laboratory confirmation of having been infected with the disease in
the past.

*  You were born before 1957 — Although birth before 1957 is considered
acceptable evidence of immunity, you should consider vaccinating if you were

born before 1957 and lack laboratory evidence of immunity or laboratory
confirmation that you have had the disease.

* Your physician can order a blood titer test to check for antibodies to confirm
immunization.

Measle Symptoms include:

* Early Symptoms, within 7-14 days after exposure: Fever (>100.3), cough, runny
nose, red watery eyes (conjunctivitis).

* Symptoms that develop within 3-5 Days after early symptoms (within 10-19 days
after exposure): A rash all over the body, known as a Descending maculopapular
RASH. This rash may extend to the mouth and appear as red spots, known as
Koplik spots.
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* If you experience any of these symptoms, see your health care provider
immediately.

Confirmed Measle cases by county as of Feb. 14th, 2026

Total in Florida 92

Alachua 2
Broward 1
Collier 66
Duval 6
Escambia 5
Hillsborough 2
Lee 1
Manatee 3
Miami-Dade 1
Pinellas 3
St. Johns 2

Dear Worshipers,

We invite your child to join us for Faith Formation learning in Cathy’s Place
at Thomas Edison Congregational Church. Your children will learn about
Jesus through age-appropriate faith activities, songs, prayers, Bible
stories, games and arts & crafts.

March class curriculum Faith Formation

March 8th, 2026 — Jesus Heals a Blind Man, John 9
March 22nd, 2026 — Jesus Raises Lazrus, John 11

Blood Pressure clinic on March 22nd,

Lori McMullen RN-FCN

Cards can be sent to the following:

General Dozier
Barrington Terrace, of Ft. Myers
9731 Commerce Center Ct., Room #326
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Fort Myers, Fl. 33908

PRAYER LIST

Our Church Members:

Jean Lindenlaub; Liz Lloyd; General Dozier; Jack Walmsley;
Jean Long; Phyllis Contino; Sharlene Dozier; Barbara Buch.

Friends & Family:

Betty Denson; Jim Martin (Teri Martin’s husband); Michele Baron (friends of Rod
Schaffter and Carol Skaza); Fred & Natalie Johnson (friend of Rod Schaffter &
Carol Skaza); Bob Mesce (brother of Patti Seebock); Tom Simpson (brother of

Kathy Bolen); Dwight Brzinski (friend of Pat Jessie); Christopher Smith and

Darwin Solorzono — missing at sea (friends of Mark Rosandich); Edward Yergeau

(brother of Roger Yergeau); Ben Collens - stationed in Quatar (friend of Martha
Jean Long).

No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey,
you're welcome here at Edison Congregational Church.
Welcome home!

15



Website: www.edisonchurch.com

Facebook: Facebook.com/EdisonChurch

Email Pastor: Pastorjiim@taecc.com

Email Office: Admin@taecc.com

Office Phone: 239-334-4978

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 AM — 12PM

Mailing: 1619 Llewellyn Dr., Ft. Myers
33901

Pastor Jim can be reached at the office or on his cell phone at 502-494-6649 (voice &
text).

Our Church Staff
Senior Minister — Rev. Jim Harper, Il
Associate Minister — Rev. Anton Pierce
Administrative Assistant — Cindy Wilson
Distinguished Director of Sacred Arts — Alena Michel
Faith Community Nurse — Lori McMullen
Pianist - Stephen Brittain
Your gifts are deeply appreciated and enable this ministry to continue. Our church retains the
right to redirect donations to the area of greatest need.

‘i‘
National Association of

Congregational
Christian Churches

CCLI Copyright License for Music and Video # 11164399; Live-Streaming License #20628968
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