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Order of Worship  
3rd Sunday/Of the Growing Season 

 

(** You are invited to stand.) 
(Please remember to silence your cell phone during the service.)  

 

When the prelude begins, let us quiet our hearts and conversation. 
  

Church Bell Calls Us to Worship 

 
Prelude    

     Solemn Melody 
     By: Sir Walford Davies                

 
 

Call To Worship (Responsively) 
 
One: God of the open road, God of the twisting path, God of the narrow and 
upward way, 

All: your people are gathered for worship! 
 
One: In this hour, give us provision for the journey, courage and faith and 
compassion, and endurance to face any hardship. 

All: Open our eyes to see you walking beside us, protecting us, 
encouraging us, loving us. 
 
One: We pray this in the name of Jesus, 

All: who invites us every day to join him on a journey of faith. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

Opening Hymn of Faith #451  Lead on, O King Eternal 
   
Passing of the Peace 

May Christ be with You on Your Journey! 

And also, with you! 
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Gift of Music     Debbie Marino, Vocalist 

 
Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone 

Arranged and written by:  Chris Tomlin 

 
Amazing grace 

How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I’m found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

 
My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love, Amazing grace 

 
The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures 

 
My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love, Amazing grace 

 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine 
But God, Who, called me here below 

Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/grace
https://www.definitions.net/definition/taught
https://www.definitions.net/definition/heart
https://www.definitions.net/definition/grace
https://www.definitions.net/definition/fears
https://www.definitions.net/definition/precious
https://www.definitions.net/definition/grace
https://www.definitions.net/definition/first
https://www.definitions.net/definition/chains
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Savior
https://www.definitions.net/definition/ransomed
https://www.definitions.net/definition/flood
https://www.definitions.net/definition/mercy
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Amazing
https://www.definitions.net/definition/promised
https://www.definitions.net/definition/shield
https://www.definitions.net/definition/portion
https://www.definitions.net/definition/earth
https://www.definitions.net/definition/dissolve
https://www.definitions.net/definition/forbear
https://www.definitions.net/definition/called
https://www.definitions.net/definition/forever
https://www.definitions.net/definition/forever
https://www.definitions.net/definition/forever
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Prayer of Discipleship (Responsively) 
One: We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, who 
knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs.  

All: We believe that Christ is the divine child of the living God, 
and that his grace is like living waters that can never be 
exhausted. 
 
One: We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling spirit of God who yearns over 
our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. 

All: We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green 
pastures, and that hard times and discipline are also loving gifts. 
 
One: We believe that our journey has a purpose and a destination, and that our 
path leads to a human glory we cannot yet imagine. 

All: We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the 
road, and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. 
 
One: This is our faith,  

All: and we are humbled to profess it in the name of Jesus the 
Christ.                    Amen. 
 
—Slightly adapted from Traveling to Easter with Jesus as our Guide, Patmos Abbey — The Order of Saint Columba 
website. 

Patmosabbey.com 
 

Prayers of the People and Concerns of our Hearts 
 
Our Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread  
and forgive us our debts  
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as we forgive our debtors  
and lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil, for thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen. 
Prayer Response  
 

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
By Ken Medema 

 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 

 
 
Scripture for the Day                                         Luke 9:51-62 

 
Jesus sets out for Jerusalem 
51 As the time approached when Jesus was to be taken up into heaven, he was 
determined to go to Jerusalem. 52 He sent messengers on ahead of him. Along 
the way, they entered a Samaritan village to prepare for his arrival, 53 but the 
Samaritan villagers refused to welcome him because he was determined to go to 
Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do 
you want us to call fire down from heaven to consume them?” 55 But Jesus 
turned and spoke sternly to them, 56 and they went on to another village. 
 
Following Jesus 
57 As Jesus and his disciples traveled along the road, someone said to him, “I will 
follow you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and the birds in 
the sky have nests, but the Human One has no place to lay his head.” 59 Then 
Jesus said to someone else, “Follow me.” He replied, “Lord, first let me go and 
bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead. But you 
go and spread the news of God’s kingdom.” 61 Someone else said to Jesus, “I will 
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follow you, Lord, but first let me say good-bye to those in my house.” 62 Jesus 
said to him, “No one who puts a hand on the plow and looks back is fit for God’s 
kingdom.” 
— Common English Bible 

 
Response to the Sharing of God’s Story 

The Story of God for the People of God; 

Thanks be to God! 
 
Gift of Music                  Debbie Marino, Vocalist 
 

He Leadeth Me 
By:  Joseph H. Gilmore 

 

He leadeth me: O blessed thought! 
O words with heavenly comfort fraught! 

Whate'er I do, where'er I be, 
still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me. 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me; 
by his own hand he leadeth me: 
his faithful follower I would be, 
for by his hand, he leadeth me. 

 
Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom, 
sometimes where Eden's flowers bloom, 

by waters calm, o'er troubled sea, 
still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me.  

He leadeth me, he leadeth me; 
by his own hand he leadeth me: 
his faithful follower I would be, 
for by his hand, he leadeth me. 

 
Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine, 

nor ever murmur nor repine; 
content, whatever lot I see, 

since 'tis my God that leadeth me.  



7 
 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me; 
by his own hand he leadeth me: 
his faithful follower I would be, 
for by his hand, he leadeth me. 

 
And when my task on earth is done, 

when, by thy grace, the victory's won, 
e'en death's cold wave I will not flee, 

since God through Jordan leadeth me.  
He leadeth me, he leadeth me; 
by his own hand he leadeth me: 
his faithful follower I would be, 
for by his hand, he leadeth me. 

 
 

Pastoral Words — Are We Traveling Together?  Are We Traveling Forward? 
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Hymn of Faith   #305              I Surrender All    
 
Call To Give 
 
Offertory   

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Arr.  Douglas Wagner 

 
* Doxology 

 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
Doxology: Thomas Ken, 1674 

Music: Old Hundredth attr. to Louis Bourgeois, pub.1551 
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Life of Our Church 
 

Quilting on Wednesday at 12:00 pm. 
 

Mid-Week Prayers and Coffee with the Pastors 
11:00 AM, Wednesday (Prayers from 7 different Religious Groups) 

 
 

A special Thank you to Robert Fredrick, Organist, for filling in 
while Tony and Phyllis Contino are away. 

 
 
 

School Supplies for Edison Park School 
 

We would like to start collecting school supplies for the Edison Park School.  We 
will start now and finish on August 1, 2022 so we can get the items to the school 
before the school starts.  The items that the school requested are: 
 

Pre-sharpened Pencils -- Square Boxes of Tissues -- Post it Notes of any 
kind -- Spiral notebooks of and kind – Box of 24 Crayola Crayons 

 
 
 

Benediction (responsively) 
 

Our worship has ended, but now our service begins! 
Go from this place for you and I are the body of Christ and the whole world 
awaits us; so, live passionately, and love faithfully, and celebrate every moment 
of your life from now until the Finale. Our God of relentless grace goes with us! 
Amen. 

Amen. 
 
~ Adapted from a prayer written by The Rev. Michael S. Piazza 
 

Postlude 
        “Lancashire”    

                    arr.  Jason D. Payne 
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Time With Today’s Scripture and Our Children 
 

Don’t Look Back by Lois Parker Edstrom Luke 9:51-62 
 

 
 

Have you ever noticed wild geese flying in a v-shaped formation? They do that 
because it is the most efficient way for them to travel. The goose at the tip of the 
vee feels the wind's force the most, while the others are more protected. When 
the lead goose gets tired from flying in the foremost position, another goose 
moves in to take a turn. 
 
Wild geese, like many other types of birds, migrate. They fly to warmer climates 
when the temperature drops, snow covers the land and the lakes freeze over. 
They fly back to northern locations as the temperatures begin to get warmer. 
They migrate so they will be in a place that provides them with adequate food 
and good nesting areas. Birds have an internal clock that tells them when to start 
their migration, and they have amazing ways to stay on course. They use their 
eyes to check for landmarks like rivers and mountain ranges. They navigate by 
watching the position of the stars and sun. Some birds even have tiny grains of a 
mineral (magnetite) in their heads that allows them to navigate by monitoring the 
earth's magnetic field. 
 
Migrating birds must eat to build up fat in their bodies so they will have energy for 
the long journey. Once they start their migration, they do not look back. All their 
effort is focused on getting to their destination. 
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When Jesus came to live on earth, he had a purpose. All his energy was directed 
toward God's plan. He did not look back, but did what was necessary to reach his 
destination. He counsels us to do the same. 
 
The Bible tells us that as Jesus was traveling to Jerusalem, he told a man to, 
"Follow me!" (9:59). Once we have set our course to follow Jesus, we need to be 
committed to our faith and do what is necessary to be the person God wants us 
to be. Like migrating birds, we must stay on course and focus on our destination. 
 
~ Adapted From ©2016 COMMUNICATION RESOURCES, INC. Used by permission. Scripture quotations from the World 
English Bible. Copyright 2009, Richard Niell Donovan Used by permission. ©2015 COMMUNICATION RESOURCES, 
INC. http://www.sermonwriter.com - http://www.lectionary.org - Copyright 2015, Richard Niell Donovan & Spark 
Classroom Old Testament Stories Come to Life by SparkHouse. 

 
 

Notes and Cards can be sent to Kathy Baumann at: 
 

Winkler Court 
Attn:  Kathy Baumann, 

3250 Winkler Ave 
Fort Myers, Fl. 33913 

 
  

PRAYER LIST 
 

Our Church Members: 

Kate Baumann; Roy Shipley; Susan M.; 

Malcolm Youngquist; Jack & Bev Becton; Tom Sherman; Dan Cole; 

 

Friends & Family: 

Pat Tangusol (Friend of the Church and Quilter); 

KC (Friends of Lori Main); 

Ruth Mackechnie (Extended Family of Caroleah Mackechnie); 

Larry Zeigler (Lana’s Husband); Bernice (Friend of Bill Persons); 

Leon & Wes (friends of Patty Newcomer) & Joan (Patty’s Mother); 

http://www.sermonwriter.com/
http://www.lectionary.org/
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No matter who you are, 

or where you are on life's journey, 

you're welcome here at  

Edison Congregational Church. 

Welcome home! 
             

 
 
 

Pastor Jim can be reached at the office or on his cell phone 
at 502-494-6649 (voice & text). 

 
Our Church Staff 

Senior Minister – Rev. Jim Harper, III 
Associate Minister – Rev. Anton Pierce 
Administrative Assistant – Cindy Wilson 

Organist – Dr. Tony Contino  
Pianist - Barry Pierce  

 
 

Your gifts are deeply appreciated and enable this ministry to continue. Our church retains the 
right to redirect donations to the area of greatest need.  

 .  

CLI Copyright License for Music and Video # 11164399; Live-Streaming License #20 628968 

 
 
 
 
 

Website:          www.edisonchurch.com 
Facebook:       Facebook.com/EdisonChurch 
Email Pastor:  Pastorjim@taecc.com 
Email Office: Admin@taecc.com 
Office Phone:  239-334-4978 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 AM – 12PM 
Mailing:           1619 Llewellyn Dr., Ft. Myers 

33901 

mailto:Pastorjim@taecc.com
mailto:Admin@taecc.com

