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Order of Worship  
Good Friday 

** You are invited to stand 
(Please remember to silence your cell phone during the service.) 

When the prelude begins, let us quiet our hearts and conversation. 

Prelude	 	         
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded, Passion Chorale 

arr. by J. S. Bach and D. Wyrtzen 

Call to Worship (Responsively) 

One:	 From the busy-ness of our lives we have come here on a day that is  
different. 

All:	 In the midst of the world which holds the promise of spring  
and new life, we have come to share a story of betrayal and  
execution. 

One:	 Come and hear the tale, come, and share the tragedy, 
All:	 Come and embrace the darkness. 

Hymn of Faith #167	 	 	 	       The Old Rugged Cross  
     Verses 1, 2, & 4 

Prayer Beneath the Cross (unison) 

God of Light, God of Shadow, in our time together today, keep 
us aware of your presence in the darkness, help us to see 
meaning in this terrible story, and keep the fire of hope alive in 
our hearts. 
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This we pray in the name of the man from Nazareth, the one who 
lived with a great Passion for your Way, the one whose death is 
nigh, the one who taught his friends to pray saying: 

Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen 

Good Friday Scripture / Litany	              John 19 / O Sacred Head 
          Congregation 4 verses 

                           

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had Him flogged.  2 And the soldiers wove a crown 
of thorns and put it on His head, and they dressed Him in a purple robe.  3 They 
kept coming up to Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking Him on the 
face.  4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing Him out to 
you to let you know that I find no case against Him.”  5 So Jesus came out, 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.  Pilate said to them, “Here is 
the man!” 6 When the chief priests and the police saw Him, they shouted, “Crucify 
Him!  Crucify Him!”  Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him; I 
find no case against Him.”  7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and 
according to that law He ought to die because He has claimed to be the Son of 
God.” 
8 Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever.  9 He entered his 
headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are You from?”  But Jesus gave 
him no answer.  10 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Do You refuse to speak to me?  
Do You not know that I have power to release You, and power to crucify You?”  11 
Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over Me unless it had been 
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given you from above; therefore, the one who handed Me over to you is guilty of 
a greater sin.”  12 From then on Pilate tried to release Him, but the Jews cried out, 
“If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.  Everyone who claims 
to be a king sets himself against the emperor.” 

13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the 
judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha.  14 
Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon.  He 
said to the Jews, “Here is your King!”  15 They cried out, “Away with Him!  Away 
with Him!  Crucify Him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?”  The chief 
priests answered, “We have no king but the emperor.”  16 Then he handed Him 
over to them to be crucified. 

O sa-cred Head, now wound-ed,  
with grief and shame weighed down, 

now scorn-ful-ly sur-round-ed with thorns,  
Thine on-ly crown; 

how pale Thou art with an-guish,  
with sore a-buse and scorn! 

How does that vis-age lan-guish, 
which once was bright as morn! 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 
So, they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by Himself, He went out to what is 
called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  18 There they 
crucified Him, and with Him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between 
them.  19 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross.  It read, 
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”  20 Many of the Jews read this 
inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it 
was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.  21 Then the chief priests of the 
Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I 
am King of the Jews.’”  22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”  
23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took His clothes and divided them 
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into four parts, one for each soldier.  They also took His tunic; now the tunic was 
seamless, woven in one piece from the top.  24 So they said to one another, “Let 
us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.”  This was to fulfill what the 
scripture says, 

“They divided My clothes among themselves, 
and for My clothing they cast lots.” 

25 And that is what the soldiers did. 

What Thou, my Lord, hast suf-fered,  
was all for sin-ner’s gain; 

mine, mine was the trans-gres-sion,  
but Thine the dead-ly pain. 
Lo, here I fall, my Sav-ior!   
Tis, I de-serve Thy place; 

look on me with Thy fa-vor, 
vouch - safe to me Thy grace. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  26 When Jesus saw His 
mother and the disciple whom He loved standing beside her, He said to His 
mother, “Woman, here is your son.”  27 Then He said to the disciple, “Here is your 
mother.”  And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, He said (in order to fulfill 
the scripture), “I am thirsty.”  29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there.  So, 
they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to His mouth.  
30 When Jesus had received the wine, He said, “It is finished.”  Then He bowed 
His head and gave up His spirit. 

Jesus’ Side Is Pierced 
31 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on 
the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great 
solemnity.  So, they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken 

 5



and the bodies removed.  32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the 
first and of the other who had been crucified with Him.  33 But when they came to 
Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs.  34 Instead, 
one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water 
came out.  35 (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe.  His 
testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.)  36 These things occurred 
so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of His bones shall be broken.”  37 
And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom 
they have pierced.” 

My bur-den in Thy Pas-sion, Lord,  
Thou, has borne for me, 

for it was my trans-gres-sion  
which brought this woe on Thee. 

I cast me down be-fore Thee,  
wrath, were my right-ful lot; 

have mer-cy, I im-plore Thee;  
Re-deem-er, spurn me not! 

The Burial of Jesus 
38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a 
secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the 
body of Jesus.  Pilate gave him permission; so, he came and removed His body.  
39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds.  40 They took the 
body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the 
burial custom of the Jews.  41 Now there was a garden in the place where He was 
crucified, and in the garden, there was a new tomb in which no one had ever 
been laid.  42 And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb 
was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
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What lan-guage shall I bor-row  
to thank Thee, dear-est Friend, 

for this Thy dy-ing sor-row,  
Thy pit-y with-out end? 

O make me Thine for-ev-er,  
and should I faint-ing be, 

Lord, let me nev-er, nev-er  
out - live my love to Thee. 

~ Adapted from #178 The Hymnal for Worship & Celebration and The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), 
copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Pastoral Words 

Gift of Music: 	 	 	 	 	 	   Hayden Gallo, Piano		
	 	 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence, 

Picardy 
Arr. by John Purifoy 

The Benediction of the Cross 
One:	 May the Cross, a symbol of both suffering and transformation, be a guide 

in our journey towards the depths of self-discovery.  
All:	 As the Cross stands tall, bearing witness to the weight of  

the world’s struggles, may we too find strength in  
confronting our own challenges, recognizing that within 
 them lies the potential for profound growth.  

One:	 In the shadow of the Cross, may we discover the courage to face the  
complexities of our own being, embracing the paradoxes that make us 
uniquely human.   

All:	 May the wounds of the Cross become windows through  
which the light of understanding streams into the depths of  
our souls, revealing the sacred interconnectedness of our 
experiences.  

One:	 As the power and mystery of the Cross intersects with the wisdom that is  
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being revealed to us, may we navigate the tensions of doubt and faith,  
finding in our struggles the raw material for a resilient and authentic  
spirituality.  

All:	 May we recognize the transformative power inherent in  
embracing the depths of our own suffering, allowing it to 
become a source of hope and renewal.   

One:	 May the benediction of the Cross be a reminder that even in the darkest  
moments, there is the potential for resurrection – a rebirth into a more  
authentic, compassionate, and integrated self.   

All:	 May we carry the wisdom of the Cross with us on our 
journey, allowing it to illuminate our path and infuse our  
existence with meaning and purpose.   
Amen. 

Attributed – The Works of the People Media 

Gift of Music	 	 	 	 	 	               Anton Pierce 
Were You There? 

by: Ralph Manuel 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble! 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble! 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble! 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
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After a moment of reflection,  
please leave in silence. 

We are not passing an Offering Plate. 
If you would like to participate in the ministry of this Church, 

There is an Offering Plate located at the back of the Sanctuary 
Near the center aisle door.  

Thank you for your prayers and your support.   
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GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 6:30 PM 
Hayden Gallo, Piano 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE 10:00 AM 
Katy Sumrow, Alto 
Rachel Cox, Violin 
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No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, 
you're welcome here at Edison Congregational Church. 

Welcome home! 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

 

Pastor Jim can be reached at the office 
or on his cell phone at 502-494-6649 (voice & text). 

Our Church Staff 
Senior Minister – Rev. Jim Harper, III 

Associate Minister – Rev. Anton Pierce 
Administrative Assistant – Cindy Wilson 

Distinguished Director of Sacred Arts – Alena Michel 
Faith Community Nurse – Lori McMullen 

Pianist - Stephen Brittain 

Your gifts are deeply appreciated and enable this ministry to continue. Our church retains the 
right to redirect donations to the area of greatest need. 

 

CCLI Copyright License for Music and Video # 11164399; Live-Streaming License #20628968

 12

Website:          www.edisonchurch.com 
Facebook:       Facebook.com/EdisonChurch 
Email Pastor:  Pastorjim@taecc.com 
Email Office:	 Admin@taecc.com 
Office Phone:  239-334-4978 
Office Hours:	 Monday-Friday 9 AM – 2 PM 
Mailing:           1619 Llewellyn Dr., Ft. Myers 

33901
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